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2nd Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy

Sunday, April 28, 2019

Y

ou believe in me, Thomas, because

you have seen me, says the Lord;
blessed are those who have not seen me,
but still believe!
Jn 20:29

TODAY’S READINGS

2nd Sunday of Easter
1st Read: Acts 5:12-16
Respons: Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-2
2nd Read: Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19
Gosp: Jn 20:19-31
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

3rd Sunday of Easter
1st Read: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41
Respons: Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
2nd Read: Rev 5:11-14
Gosp: Jn 21:1-19

POPE FRANCIS ON CONFIRMATION

WO RS H I P & L I TU RGY
SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION
Sundays 9:20 am or by appt.
MATRIMONY, ANOINTING OF
THE SICK, BAPTISM
Call the rectory for more info.
(313) 921-4107
LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Rev. Mr. Joseph Iskra, Deaon
Rev. Mr. Chris Rabaut, Deacon
Minister of Service
Mr. Lester Payne
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Alex Clark
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Extraordinary Ministers of the
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Mrs. Lois Gibson
Mrs. Erika Lee
Mr. Tim Marshall
Mrs. Mabel Midgett
Mrs. Clarisa Piecuch
Mrs. Colleen Rabaut
Mrs. Joyce Shelton-Watkins
Mrs. Judy VIckerman
Music Minister
Marjorie Gabriel-Burrow
Choir
Calvin Black
Valaurian Carter
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Valerie Harvey-Ford
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Lisa Jones
Genevieve Kocourek
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Deldon Treece
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Barbara White

Jesus entrusted a great mission to His
disciples: “You are the salt of the earth; you
are the light of the world” (Cf. Matthew 5:13 16). They are images that make us think of our
behaviour, because the lack or excess of salt
makes food unpleasant, just as the lack and or
excess of light impedes our seeing. He who can
truly render us salt that gives flavour and
preserves from corruption, and light that
illuminates the world is only the Spirit of
Christ! And this is the gift we receive in the
Sacrament of Confirmation or Cresima, on which I wish to pause and
reflect with you. It’s called “Confirmation” because it confirms
Baptism and reinforces its grace (Cf. Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 1289); as also “Cresima” from the fact that we receive the
Spirit through the anointing with “chrism” — oil mixed with
fragrance consecrated by the Bishop –, term that refers to “Christ,”
the Anointed of the Holy Spirit.
The first step is to be reborn to divine life in Baptism; one must
then behave as children of God, namely, to be conformed to Christ,
who works in the Holy Church, letting oneself be involved in His
mission in the world. The anointing of the Holy Spirit provides for
this: “without His strength, nothing is in man” (Cf. Sequence of
Pentecost). We can do nothing without the strength of the Holy
Spirit: it is the Spirit that gives us the strength to go forward; just
as the whole life of Jesus was animated by the Spirit, so also the life
of the Church and of every member of hers is under the guidance of
the same Spirit. Conceived of the Virgin by the Holy Spirit, Jesus
undertakes His mission after, coming out of the water of the Jordan.
He is consecrated by the Spirit, who descends and remains upon
Him (Cf. Mark 1:10; John 1:32). He declares it explicitly in the
synagogue of Nazareth: it’s beautiful how Jesus presents himself,
what is Jesus’ identity card in the synagogue of Nazareth! Let us
listen to how He does it: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18).
Jesus presents himself in the synagogue of his village as the Anointed, He who was anointed by the Spirit. Jesus is full of the Holy Spirit
and is the source of the Spirit promised by the Father (Cf. John
15:26; Luke 24:49) Acts 1:8; 2:33). In reality, on the evening of
Easter the Risen One breathes on His disciples saying to them:
“Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22); and on the day of Pentecost
the strength of the Spirit descends on the Apostles in an extraordinary way (Cf. Acts 2:1‘If in Baptism it’s the Holy Spirit that
4), as we know.
The “Breath” of the immerses us in Christ, in Confirmation
Risen Christ fills the it’s Christ that fills us with His Spirit,
lungs of the Church
with life; and in fact consecrating us His witnesses, particithe mouths of the disci- pants in the same principle of life and
ples, “filled with the of mission, according to the celestial
Holy Spirit,” open to
Father’s plan’
proclaim to all the
mighty works of God .
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY by Fr. Matthew P. Schneider, LC
I don’t know how many of you have ever seen a painting called The Incredulity of Thomas,
painted by Caravaggio. Often, when we think of the Resurrection, we think of a perfectly
manicured lawn with everything sitting perfectly. Then, we imagine the upper room where
the apostles hid as some kind of idyllic setting with wide windows looking down on
Jerusalem.
Caravaggio breaks these notions. In this painting we see Jesus pulling aside his cloak while
the dirty hand of Thomas reaches inside. The apostles don’t look like these idealized
figures, but like the tough fishermen Caravaggio used as models. This is a more realistic
image than we often have. It wasn’t that Jesus rose in some idealized world, but he rose in
the midst of our difficult and messy lives. The room was probably pretty barren, as they
were hiding out, wondering if the Sanhedrin would get them next and crucify them.
As Jesus entered the messy world, he enters our messy lives. Today’s readings each tell us
something about accepting him in. The second reading shows how Jesus comes even when
we are down. The Gospel tells us that it is a personal relationship. The first reading tells us
how Jesus heals us. Finally, the Psalm tells us how to respond.
In the second reading, John seems completely abandoned. He’s alone and imprisoned on
the island of Patmos; imprisoned for proclaiming Jesus’s name. He feels despair. All seems
lost. It is like the darkest moments we’ve had. Nothing seems to work. Then, John says, “I
was caught up in spirit on the Lord’s day. . . . When I caught sight of him, I fell down at his
feet as though dead.” It was a powerful revelation of the risen Lord to him. He was not
alone. God did not abandon him in his moment of need.
Do we turn to God in our need? In our messiness? God wants to be with us in these most
difficult moments. We might not be “caught up in the spirit,” but we will be helped along
the path.
Then we move to the Gospel. Our society might consider Jesus some shadowy figure or
ghost, but he is a person. Not only that, he wants a personal relationship with each of his
followers. Thomas was not there the first time. Maybe he was afraid, or maybe he was the
opposite, out running errands for the rest hiding inside — whichever way it was, he wasn’t
there and has trouble believing the wonderful news. The next time Jesus comes, he doesn’t
chide Thomas, but he doesn’t ignore him either. Jesus looks at Thomas and invites him to
take up his doubts. He responds exactly to what Thomas wanted. Jesus wants to respond
specifically to our messy situations. When we have our doubts or troubles, Jesus wants to
come there and heal us.
Moving on to the first reading, we see how Jesus does that. He heals us. As Peter would
walk by the crowds coming close to him after the Resurrection, the people would be
healed. Likewise, in our lives, when we get close to Jesus, especially after his resurrection,
he can heal us of so many spiritual ailments. He may or may not heal us of physical
ailments, but definitely of the spiritual ones. So often these spiritual ailments are what
cause the real messes in our lives.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE
SICK AND HOMEBOUND
MYRON BROWN
SISTER MARY ELISE CHAPMAN
LAYNE CHESNEY (REL. OF M. SERAPHINOFF)
JAMES DYAS
HANAA ESHAQ
ESTHER FIGUEROA-NUNEZ
SR MARY FINN, HVM
TONI FULLER
LOIS GIPSON
WENDEL GOLSON (SON OF B. WYRE)
DONALD HALSTEAD (REL. OF M. SERAPHINOFF)
HELEN HARRIS (AUNT OF TONI CHILDS)
SISTER ELIZABETH HARRIS, SISTER MARY
JANE, HVM
MASTER SGT. SHEILA HOLMES (RET)
MILDRED JOHNSON (HOMEBOUND)
LYNN JONES
PEGGY JONES
WILNETTE JONES
KATE LINDHOLM (MOTHER OF TOM VICKERMAN)
BRANDON MARSHALL (SON OF R. MARSHALL)
TERRY MATHIS
PATTY MATIGIAN
DONNA METCALFE
MAGNOLIA MILLER
JOSEPH MONIER
LINDA MONIER
PEGGY MONIER
JACQUELINE MOORE
FANNIE NEWTON (HOMEBOUND)
DOROTHY PAYNE
DAVID PHILBERT
MARY QUINN
THEO ROBERTS
DARLINE RUCKER
RICKI RUGGS
CLIFF SUTTON
TERRY TUBBS (HUSBAND OF B. TUBBS)
SISTER JOLEEN VANHANDL
BERNADETTE WYRE
CURTIS WYNN

Finally, after Jesus has come into our lives and helped us be cured of spiritual sicknesses, what do we have? We have today’s psalm
where we repeated two lines: “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting,” and “His mercy endures forever.”
When we see how much God does in our lives, that should be our reaction. Thanksgiving is the proper response to a God who comes
into the messiness of our lives and cures us. A God who raises us up to be with him. Let’s prepare for the final day where we too will
be raised up with him in glory.
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PARISH OFFICE

Empowering and employing women
survivors of abuse in Detroit.

4151 Seminole St.
Detroit, MI 48214
Tel: 313.921.4107 Fax: 313.921.1115
Email: sasm4151@gmail.com
Web: www.saintamparish.org
PARISH OUTREACH

The Mend on
the Move Mobile Unit, i.e.
Trailer will be
parking in the
parish lot on
Wednesdays.

Mend on the Move is a 501(c)(3) non-profit social enterprise serving Metro Detroit that empowers and employs
women survivors of abuse through jewelry making. Our
workers take pride in seeing their creations being admired and sold retail. In selling and promoting our products, we strive to increase awareness of the injustices
that silence and hold captive the women we serve. We
currently travel to our workers and set up shop where
they live while they are in recovery But to serve our
women more efficiently, we are working on finishing our
mobile studio which has a dual purpose as a creation
station and a retail space.

The Department of the Attorney General would like to give every victim of abuse
and coverup, the ability to share more information the Attorney General toll-free
hotline at 844-324-3374 (Monday through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm) or send information by email, through the following link:
https://www.michigan.gov/ag and select “learn More” in the Open Investigations
section.

Image of God Crisis Pregnancy Center of Detroit,
Thursdays, 5:30—7 pm
Saturdays, 10:30 am—12 pm
Ms. Gloria Page, Director Tel: 313.923.8018
Ms. Linda Linseman, President
SVDP Food Pantry, Clothing Closet, THAW
Jacqueline Marshall, President
Tues, Wed. 10:30 am—1:00 pm
Pingree Park Community Association
Deacon Chris and Colleen Rabaut
3rd Saturday of the month, 4 pm in the social hall.

We, the people of st. Augustine and st. monica
catholic church are a multi-cultural inner city
parish devoted to the love and honor of god.
Our mission is to announce the good news of
Christ by using and developing our talents to
respond to the needs of our parishioners and
the surrounding community.
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